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It was an argument that supported American 
independence from Britain

It was a movement of ideas in the 17th-18th 
centuries that used reasoning and science.

They questioned divine right to rule, which 
meant that God gave rulers the right to rule.
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John Locke had the greatest impact.

It is life before government and law where people 
lived in constant fear of being harmed and attacked.

It is life before government and law where people 
lived in constant fear of being harmed and attacked.
People created governments (and gave up some 
freedoms) to protect themselves from harm.
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They  could break from England because the King 
and Parliament violated their natural rights.

Natural Rights are life, liberty, and property - given 
by our Creator and no one can take away.

The main purpose of government is to protect our 
rights.

Jefferson proposed a democracy.
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Humans could reason out solutions to the world's 
problems - including government problems

Natural rights are rights given to us at birth

Life Liberty Property

Our Creator - God
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People form governments to protect their 
natural rights

Under N.R.'s, people give the government power.  
Under D.R.'s, God gives the ruler power.

People give governments power to protect their 
rights.  If the government violates people's rights 
then they can overthrow the government

Montesquieu believed government's power 
should be clearly defined and limited.
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The division of government's power into 3 
separate branches.

It keeps the government from gaining too 
much power

Executive
Legislative
Judicial

They mistrusted the government, because they 
seemed highly focused on limiting the power and 
strength of government
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The ideas of reasoning and science to explain the 
world as well as democratic forms of government 
became popular.

People give up some of their freedoms.
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The purpose is to protect people's natural rights.

life liberty property
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People create governments to protect their
natural rights

People have the right to break away when a 
government takes away people's natural 
rights.

check
power
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Executive, Legislative, and Judicial.

Liberties of the people become limited and 
governments' become tyrannical
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Montesquieu is against monarchies 
or any government with a single 
ruler.

Locke had the greated impact on 
the Declaration of Independence.  
Jefferson used Locke's ideas of 
naturals rights, social contract, and 
democratic rule.


