 Nonfiction |

» mokc, and

Joseph Plumb Martin was still: a hoy when he
e an American soldier. Could he survive his first battle?

By Lauren Tarshis

RO EEGES  What was it like to be a soldier in the American Revolution?

oom! Boom! Boom!

Thundering cannon explosions shook the ground and thick
simoke filled the airas 15-vear-old Joseply Plumb ddartin lav in the
dirt, struggling to stay alive. [t was Angust 27, 1776, in Brooklyi,
New York, and America and England were fighting the fivst magor
hattle of the Revalutionary VWar,

Only three montis carlier. Joseph had hegged his family to let him join the
American army. Being a soldier would he a thrilling adventure, he was sure, Of
course America swould win! But now [oseph realized (hat the Americans were
doomed. Aterrible cacophony of cries and moans [rom woeunded soldiers rose
up inio the summer skv: hundreds of soldicrs were dead, i

It seemed Joseph had two choices: Surrender—=or die, ‘;{51

' 4 s "+3I'_| i
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A New World

Joseph was born in 1760, when
the United States was not yet a
country. Much of America was
wilderness. Along the east coast
was a strip of land divided into 13
colonies owned by England.

Joseph's great-great-grandfather
had settled in the colony of
Connecticut in the mid-1600s
following a 3,000-mile journey
across the Atlantic Oceanon a
creaking wooden ship, Such early
trans-Atlantic voyages lasted for
several miserable months and
were marked by violent storms,
rotting food, biting rats, and deadly
diseases. Many passengers died
before ever reaching America.

But the perils of the sea did
not deter thousands of Europeans
from heading to the “New World,”
which offered a different kind of
life. In England and across Europe,
strict laws and old ideas dictated
nearly everything a person did—
what prayers they said; whom
they married or were friends with,
whether they were rich or poor. *

These laws and customs were
like prison walls, trapping people
in unhappy lives, No matter how
hard a person worked, they couldn't
break out. But these rules and ideas
didn’t reach all the way to America.
By the time Joseph was born,
hundreds of thousands of people of
European descent lived in America.

Trouble Brewing

The colonies were not a utopia
for everyone. As an increasing
number of European settlers

arrived, hundreds of thousands

of Native American people were
dying. They died of diseases
brought by Europeans, in fights
over territory, and of starvation
after being forced from their lands.
At the same time, thousands of
Africans were brought to America
in chains and enslaved by settlers.
But for people like Joseph's
family—white and free—life in the
colonies was better than almost
anywhere in the world.

When Joseph was 7, his parents
sent him from their home in
Massachusetts to live with his
grandparents in Connecticut, (They
were wealthy and better able to
care for him.) His grandparents
showered him with love.

Even as a child, though, Joseph
senscd that trouble was brewing.
Anger and frustration with “Mother
England” simmered in the hearts
of many Americans, who wanted
more say over how laws were
made in the colonies. They fumed
about England’s monarch, King
George I11. Why should he rule
over America when he had never
even been there? Some said that
the 13 colonies should tear away
from England and become a new,
independent country.

Like a storm that spins into a
hurricane, anger between America
and England spun into rage. Then,
on April 19, 1775, fighting erupted
between American and British
troops around the Massachusetts
towns of Lexington and Concord.

The American Revolution had
begun.

6 SCHOLASTIC SCOPE - MARCH 2018

“Seeds of Courage”

At first, thie thought of fighting
terrified Joseph. But soon, as he
would later write, “the seeds of
courage began to sprout.” He
pleaded with his grandparents
to let him join the new American
army, and in June 1776, they
agreed. Carrying a musket and
a Bible from his grandparents,
along with a knapsack packed
with clothing, cake, and cheese,
Joseph sailed off to New York City,
which had been turned into a
massive army camp.

“I was now what I had long
wished to be,” he wrote. "A
soldier.”

Except Joseph wasn't really a
soldier—at least not yet. Neither
were most of the other nearly
20,000 men and teenage boys who
had joined the American army.

The 13 Colonies

Ouring the American Revolution, what
would become the United States was only
a group of colonies along the East Coast.




-Thc Battle of Brooklyn e

i s

Jack home they were farmers, this motley crew, General George Joseph did not complain
yutchers, tailors, shop owners. Washington, had never led an about the ceaseless marching

‘ew had ever fought in a war; army. All summer, he struggled to and shooting practice. He choked
iome barely knew how to fire a turn his ragtag group into a trained down army meals of corn

(un. What's more, the leader of fighting force. ~mush, bland meat, and
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Ifyou li’VCd in 1776 Life was differe

Here are just a few of the ways:

x * Kids loved eef pic. Schools were just onc room. Ncw shoes hurt.
. Piesfilled with these long slimy fish One teacher taught kids of all There were no left or right shoes
re an American favof%::“e. ages—together. It to:ik_[nonths to break in a new pi

wormy biscuits. And he coped Massive Attack a city block in minutes.
with the sweltering summer heat As Joseph and the other Joseph could plainly see those
and the stench of human waste fledgling soldiers struggled warships, waiting like ravenous
that perpetually hung over camp. through training, the British predators for the right moment
were busy making their own to strike. Yet he assumed America
preparations. All summer would be victorious in any battle,
long, British ships He was wrong.
“Lcarn to Bc a Soldicr” carrying soldiers and At the end of August, the British
An excerpt from the diary of Joseph Plumb Martin munitions streamed commenced their assault. Even
Fall 1776 toward New York. before the first gunshot rang out,
Wercmainedion the hattle ground Fearsome British the Americans were doomed.
; J soldiers—known In the predawn darkness, more
| till nearly sunset, expecting the eoemy as “redcoats” for than 15,000 British soldiers began
: to attack us again, but they showed no the color of their to creep toward Brooklyn, which at
E- such inclination that day. The men were uniforms—were that time was a sparsely populated
| i ; ; highly trained and village barely a mile across the
| very much fatigued and fait, having had famous for their river from New York City. Only a
| nothing to ¢at for forty-cight hours— skill in battle, few thousand American troops
I at least the greater part were in this By August, were stationed there. Most were
| condition, and | among the rest, While more than 32,000 hunkered down in six American
| : s X redcoats were forts—roughly constructed
| standing on the field, after the action had camped on Staten buildings protected by high walls
ccased, one of the men near the Licut. Island, just five and cannons. Other troops were on
. Colonel, complaincd of bcing hungry; miles south of New patrol across the area. All would be
| be Golonel fe i Al York City. Some 400  caught by surprise.
the Lolonel, putting his hand into his British ships were Over the next few days,
coat pocket, took out a piecc of an car anchored nearby; Washington scrambled to send
| of Indian corn, burnt as black as a coal, 73 of those were reinforcements to Brooklyn,
| i P e warships laden with Among those reinforcements was
: Here," said he to the man ey living. powerful cannons Joseph, his pockets stuffed with
| “eat this and Iearn to be a soldier.” that could blast apart  hard biscuits and his heart filled
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Joseph’s day.

here was no toilet ap af
People used corncobs to ¢ ean
themselves.

with fear. He was rowed across the
river, a trip that tock about an hour.
When he stepped ashore in

Brooklyn, a grisly scene greeted
him: Men lay in the grass with
gruesorme injuries—broken arms,

missing legs, gushing head wounds.

Joseph's regiment was ordered
to a nearby creek, where they
fought bravely. But the British
forces outmatched them in size
and might. Blast by fiery cannon
blast, shot by crackling musket
shot, the British mowed down the
Americans. Hundreds were killed,
injured, or taken prisoner. Those
captured were doomed to almost
certain death on the prison ships
docked around New York City—
filthy, rat-infested floating jails
where thousands died of starvation
and disease throughout the war.

Many Americans threw down
their weapons and attempted to
flee. Joseph watched in horror

Writing Contest
Imagine you are Joseph Plumb M
your Write him a letter
should not join. Drav

as dozens of American soldiers
drowned trying to escape across a
deep pond. He helped drag bodies
out of the water.

For three days, Joseph and
his regiment fought the British
troops. On the third day of fighting,
the British closed in on the
American forts, where thousands
of soldiers—and Washington
himself—were trapped. The
situation was dire: If the British
captured the soldiers in these forts,
the war would certainly be lost and
America’s fight for freedom would
end on the blood-soaked fields of
Brooklyn.

Yet amid the blood and smoke
and terror, Washington did not
give up. Instead, he devised an
audacious plan.

Cover of Darkness

As the battle in Brooklyn
continued, an aide to General
Washington managed to sneak
out and get toc New York City. He
dispatched an urgent message:
The Americans need boats in
Brooklyn—now.

Within hours, dozens of
boats, large and small, arrived on
the shores of Brooklyn. Under
the cover of darkness and fog,
thousands of American soldiers—
including Joseph—were stealthily
ferried back to New York City.

8 &

n details from the article and diary entry. Send your
Revolution Contest. Five winners will gat Scar:

After dawn, the British—unaware
of what had transpired during the
night—launched their attack on the
six Brooklyn forts. But when they
stormed inside, they discovered to
their astonishment that every fort
had been abandoned.

Somehow, the entire American
army had slipped away.

Eight Long Years

The Americans lost the Battle of
Brooklyn, but the American army
survived. And they kept fighting.

The war lasted for eight long
years. Fear and suffering gripped
the colonies. Towns were burned,
families were torn apart, and
thousands perished in battle or
from diseases that spread swiftly
through crowded and dirty army
camps. Many others died when
soldiers spread illness to their
families.

The war finally ended in
September 1783, The British
surrendered. America had won.

As for Joseph?

He fought throughout the entire
war, He later married, moved to
Maine, and raised five children. He
lived to the age of 89. Throughout
his long and full life, he never
forgot what he had endured as a
soldier, nor did he ever lose his
pride in helping America win its
freedom. @

etter to American
A Revolutionary War Tale by J. Albert Mann,

/' Get this %
activity |
- online.
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Core Skilts Workout: Summarizing—HL

NONFICTION: “Blood, Smoke, and Freedom,” pages -9
P E March 2018

Name: Date:

Summarizing

An objective summary is a short statement or paragraph that tells what an article or a story is about.
It does not include irrelevant details or the opinions of the person writing it.

Directions: Answer the questions below to help you write an objective summary of “Blood, Smoke, and Freedom.”

1. Who is the article mainly about? (It can be an individual or a group of people.)

2. What was happening in America when this person(s) was alive?

3. What significant event occurs in the article?

4. How does this event affect the main person(s) in the article?

5. What happened afterward?

12018 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. TEACHERS MAY PROJECT OR MAXE COPIES OF THIS PAGE T0 DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS. PAGE 1 0F 2



(B SCHOLASTIC] Core Skills Workout: Central Ideas and Details-HL
NONFICTION: “Blood, Smoke, and Freedom,” pages 4-9
March 2018

THE LANGUAGE ARTS MAGAZINE

Name: Date:

Central Ideas and Details

A central idea of a text is one of the main points the author is making.
(Sometimes a central idea is called a main idea.)
A central idea can always be supported with details from the text.

Directions: Follow the prompts below to explore the central ideas and supporting details in “Blood, Smoke, and Freedom.”

1. Réread the section “A New World.” Which statement below BEST expresses the central idea of
this section?

® The only way to travel across the Atlantic Ocean in the 1700s was by ship.
Joseph was born in 1760.
© Much of America was unsettled wilderness in the 1760s.

©® Many Europeans fled to the “New World” in search of more freedom.

2. Read the central idea of the section “Seeds of Courage” stated in the box below. Then read the
lines from the article listed under it. Which detail does NOT support the central idea?

Central Idea:
The American army was inexperienced.

® “Back home they [American soldiers] were farmers, butchers, tailors, shop owners.” (p. 7)
“Few had ever fought in a war; some barely knew how to fire a gun.” (p. 7)

© “Joseph did not complain about the ceaseless marching and shooting practice.” (p. 7)

© “What's more, the leader of this motley crew, General George Washington, had neverled an

army.” (p.7)

I chose __because

'2018 BY SCHOLASTIC IMC. TEACHERS MAY PROJECT OR MAXE COPTES OF Tils PAGE TO DESIRTBUTE 7O STUDENTS. PAGE 1 OF 2



Core Skills Workout: Central Ideas and Details-HL
NONFICTION: “Blood, Smoke, and Fre: edom,” pages 4-9
March 2018

3. Read the details from the section “Massive Attack” listed below. In the box, write a central idea
that these details support.

Central Idea;

Detail 1: “Blast by fiery cannon blast, shot by crackling musket shot, the British mowed down the
Americans.” (p. 9)

Detail 2: “In the predawn darkness, more than 15,000 British soldiers began to creep toward
Brookdyn . .. Only a few thousand American troops were stationed there.” (p.8)

Detail 3: “Many Americans threw down their weapons and atternpted to flee.” (p. 9)

4. Consider the central idea of the whole article that is written below. We wrote one detail from the
article that supports this idea. Write two more supporting details in the spaces provided.

: Central Idea:
Soldiers of the American army faced many hardships and challenges during the war.,

Supporting detail 1:

“He ehoked down army meals of corn mush, bland meat, and wormy biscuits.” (pp. 7-§)

Supporting detail 2;

Supporting detail 3:

PAGE 2 OF 2
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Nonfiction Elements-HL

NONFICTION: “Blood, Smoke, and Freedom,” pages 4-9
March 2018

Name: _Date:

Read, Think, Explain

Identifying Nonfiction Elements

Use this activity sheet with “Blood, Smoke, and Freedom.” See Scope’s “Glossary of Nonfiction Terms” and
“Glossary of Literary Terms” for definitions of the words that appear in bold.

Before Reading
Text Features, Mood, Inference

1. Read the headline and study the image on pages 4-5. What mood do they create?

2. Examine the map on the bottom of page 6, What does it show?

3. Read the diary entry “Learn to Be a Soldier” on page 8. What can you infer about what life was like for a soldier
in the American army during the Revolution?

4. Read the subheadings in the article. Based on your preview of the article, write one sentence predicting what
the article will be mainly about.
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Nonfiction Elements-HL
NONFICTION: “Blood, Smoke, and Freedom,” pages 4-9
March 2018

During Reading

Mood, Text Structure, Inference, Tone

5. What is the mood of the introduction of the article? Explain how the author creates this mood.

6.A. Check ( V' ) the statement that BEST describes the text structure (the way the author organizes
information) of the section “Seeds of Courage.”

The author gives a
chronological account of
Joseph’s decision to join

the army and what happens
after he joins.

The author explains a
problem Joseph had—he was
scared to join the army—
before explaini ng how this
problem was solved,

The author discusses the
effect the sweltering
summer heat may have had
onJoseph.

B. Explain how you know.

7.1In the section “Massive Attack,” the author uses a despairing tone. Find two examples of this tone and write
them on the lines below.

8.0n page 9, the author explains that British troops trapped General George Washington and his troops in their
forts, but that Washington “did not give up” and “devised an audacious plan” to outsmart the British. From
these statements, what can you infer about General George Washington?
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Nonficti on Elements-HL

NONFICTION: “Blood, Smoke, and Freedom,” pages 4-9

March 2018

After Reading

Central Idea/Details and Objective Summary

9. Below are three supporting details for a central idea of

write a central idea that these details support.

“Blood, Smoke, and Freedom.” In the space provided,

Central Idea

I

Detail #1

“Few had ever fought in a war;
some barely knew how to fire a

gun.” (p.7)

Detail #2

“What's more, the leader of this
motley crew, General George
Washington, had never led an

army.” (p. 7)

Detail #3
“Back home they [American
soldiers] were farmeers, butchers,
tailors, shop owners.” (p. 7)

10. Write an objective summary of “Blood, Smoke, and Freedom.” (Hint: Think about what you would say to a
friend who asks, “What is this article about?")
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As sessment-HL
Nonfi ction, pages 4-9
March 2018

.SCHOI ASTIC

SCOPE

Name: Date:

“Blood, Smoke, and Freedom” Quiz

Directions: Read “Blood, Smoke, and Freedom.” Then answer the questions below.

1. What is the main purpose of the section “Trouble 4. How does the diary excerpt on page 8 contribute

Brewing"?

® to provide details about Joseph’s home life

to help the reader understand why the American
Revolution started

© to explain who the king of England was

© to show what life was like in the 13 colonies

2. Which of the following is NOT a way author
Lauren Tarshis develops the idea that the
American army was inexperienced?

@ She explains that George Washington had never
led an army before.

She explains that few American soldiers had
fought in a war before.

© She describes the American army as a “ragtag
group” and a “motley crew.”

© She describes what the American soldiers ate.

3. Tarshis writes, “Like a storm that spinsinto a
hurricane, anger between America and England
spun inte rage” (6). This line contains
@ symbolism that emphasizes the strong

emotions felt by America and England.
asimile that compares America to England.
© ametaphor that explains how hurricanes form.
© asimite that describes how tensions between
America and England increased.

to the article?

@® It helps readers understand how ch allenging
the life of an American soldier was at the time
of the Revolutionary War.

It helps show how unfairly American army
soldiers were treated.

© It helps the reader understand what American
soldiers liked to eat.

®© It helps readers understand why Joseph joined
the army.

- On page 9, Tarshis writes that thousands of

soldiers “were stealthily ferried back to New
York City.” Stealthily most closely means

@ wisely. © secretly.

publicly. © foolishly.

.- Which detail would be LEAST important to

include in a summary of the article?

@ America lost the Battle of Brooklyn to England.

Joseph Plumb Martin was a soldier in the
American army who fought in the Battle of
Brooklyn.

© American soldiers had to eat corn mush and
wormy biscuits.

© The American army was inexperienced.

s f ™
;]
Constructed-Response Questions
Directions: Write your answers to the questions below on the back of this paper or type them up on a computer.
7. How does the diary excerpt on page 8 portray the 8. What is the mood of the introduction (the opening
life of a soldier in the American army? What other section) of the article? How does the author create
parts of the article help you understand what it was this mood? Use text evidence to support your
like to be an American soldier at this time? Explain. ideas.
. /
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